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This Honeymoon Edition of Texas Weddings Magazine is all about what comes
after the “| do"—a time to relax, reconnect, and celebrate your love. Whether
you're jetting off to a luxurious overwater bungalow, exploring the charm of
Europe, or road-tripping through the U.S., we're here to inspire your next
chapter together.

At Texas Weddings Magazine, we believe your honeymoon should be as unique
as your wedding day. That’s why we've packed this issue with dreamy
destinations and expert travel advice. From tropical escapes to unexpected
adventures, you'll find plenty of ideas to make your trip unforgettable.

We're also proud to continue representing the Texas wedding industry on an
international level. We were recently in Guatemala for the Wedding Summit. We
had the opportunity to share our bridal show expertise with vendors from
across the country—highlighting how Texas continues to be a trendsetting
market for weddings and honeymoons alike.

Your wedding marks the beginning of a beautiful journey, and we're honored to
walk beside you, from your walk down the aisle to your walk on the beach.
Happy travels and happy planning!

Cheers
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Laurette

P.S. To submit your
wedding, log onto
www.TexasWeddingMag-
azine.com and complete
the simple form.
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AT ALTITUDE

A WRAP-UP OF THE 2025 WEDDING
SUMMIT AT VILLA BOKEH, GUATEMALA

by Sonia Soto, Wedding Cditor - Texas Weddings Magazine

82

From June 8-10, wedding professionals
from across the globe gathered in the
highlands of Antigua, Guatemala, for a
truly unforgettable edition of the
Wedding Summit at Villa Bokéh —an
immersive, three-day experience
designed to spark connection, creativity,
and new inspiration for the luxury
wedding market.

Nestled in the foothills of volcanoes and
surrounded by lush gardens and colonial
charm, Villa Bokéh proved the perfect
host. The boutique property—known for
its eclectic elegance and art-forward
interiors—set the tone for an event that
was equal parts indulgent and innovative.

DAY ONE
WELCOME TO THE MAGIC

Guests of the Guatemala Wedding
Summit were greeted with cocktails and
sweeping mountain views. The opening
night welcome party, themed “Botanica
Nocturna,” transformed the garden into a
candlelit jungle. Guests mingled beneath
the stars in flowing linen, sipping hibiscus
margaritas and feasting on a curated
tasting menu that blended traditional
Guatemalan cuisine with modern flair.
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\ DAY TWO
INSPIRATION IN FULL BLOOM

Wedding planners and wedding pros
were welcomed with thoughtfully
curated panels, hands-on workshops,
and intimate conversations led by
some of the most respected names in
the wedding industry — including
experts who traveled from as far as
France to share their insights. Topics
ranged from destination wedding
logistics and building a signature
brand, to sustainability practices,
managing the luxury client experience,
and photography.

Vendor displays included gowns,
florals, catering, jewelry, and unique

gifts that perfectly echoed the DAY THREE

surrounding landscape.
ELEVATION MEETS

The energy carried into the evening CELEBRATION =
with a stylish cocktail party where The final day of the Guatemala 4
guests sipped on regional wines and o Wedding Summit at Villa Bokéh began
spirits, nibbled on elevated local : with a serene alfresco breakfast and

cuisine from Villa Bokeh. intention-setting session, setting the
S tone for meaningful connections.
Brides and vendors mingled,
exchanged ideas, and  built
relationships before joining intimate
roundtable mentorships led by top
planners, photographers, and
tastemakers shaping the future of
destination weddings.

The summit concluded in true
celebratory fashion with an elegant
party where Villa Bokéh showcased its
exceptional catering under a
beautifully styled tent. Guests enjoyed
curated wine pairings, champagne
toasts, and artisanal tequila tastings
while dancing to a live band. The
afternoon ended with a dazzling
fireworks display - a magical sendoff to
an unforgettable gathering.
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WHY IT MATTERED

More than just an industry gathering,
the 2025 Guatemala Wedding Summit
at Villa Bokéh served as a call to elevate
our collective craft—by honoring
culture, embracing community, and
pushing creative boundaries.
Attendees walked away with more
than just new vendor contacts and
content; they left inspired, recharged,
and ready to redefine what destination
weddings can be.

TEXAS
TAKEAWAYS

NEW DESTINATION FAVORITE VILLA BOKEH = VENUE GOALS
Guatemala emerged as a rising star for With 15 suites, lush gardens, and an impeccable
couples seeking intimate, design-forward art collection, the venue is ready to welcome
weddings with soul. couples seeking something truly one-of-a-kind.

www.diamondpr.com


http://www.diamondpr.com

Texas Weddings Magazine
September 2025
85,000 public relations & + sociol media

LOOKING AHEAD

As the sun set on the summit, one
thing was clear: destination
weddings aren't just about the
view—they're about perspective.
And in that regard, the 2025
Guatemala Wedding Summit at
Villa Bokéh delivered in every way.

SPEAKERS

The program featured the following internationally
renowned wedding industry experts:

ANDRES CORTES (Columbia) - Decorator
CARMEN CECILIA CAYON (Colombia) - Wedding Planner
TATIANA ANGEL (based in Miami) -Wedding Planner
ALl PHILLIPS (USA)-Wedding Planner
CHRISTOPHE SERRANO (France) - Photographer

These experts delivered keynote talks, panel discussions, and
hands-on workshops covering trends, personalization,
psychology, and emotional storytelling through photography.
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The antidote? Emotional intelligence and social intelligence.

Emotional intelligence is the ability to understand and regulate your own emotions.

Social intelligence is your capacity to respond to others with empathy, clarity, and grace.

Together, they allow us to lead with authenticity. To attract the right clients. To build honest vendor relationships.
To tune in, rather than burn out.

Most importantly, they help us stay aligned with our values. For me, that means showing up with transparency,
emotional presence, and genuine connection.

Every morning, we get a choice. For years, | woke up overwhelmed by the never-ending to-do list. But now, | choose
excitement. Because | know I'm helping someone walk through one of life’s most beautiful thresholds.

And if that isn’t sacred work—I don’t know what is.

This article is taken from Ali’s presentation at Wedding Summit Guatemala, Villa Bokéh, June 2025.

COUPLES CORNER

EMOTIONAL PREP FOR YOUR BIG DAY

5 Ways to Stay Centered &
Sane While Planning

Acknowledge the Feelings - All of Them
1 Excitement, nerves, overwhelm, joy... it’s all valid. Weddings stir
emotions, and that's okay. Let yourself feel without judgment.

Choose Your Team with Care

Hire vendors who feel right, not just look good on paper. You're
inviting them into an emotional chapter of your life—trust and
connection matter.

Communicate Honestly
Be open with each other about stress, priorities, and budget
boundaries. Clarity now avoids conflict later.

Build Breaks into the Process
You're not just planning an event—you're living your life. Take
time for “wedding-free” days to recharge together.

Stay True to You
Forget the pressure to impress. Your wedding is a reflection of
you two. Let your values and personalities lead the way.

orn A W N

Remember: The goal isn't perfection. It's connection.
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VENDOR VIEW

EMOTIONAL WELLNESS
FOR WEDDING PROS

5 Grounding Habits to Beat
Burnout & Stay Present

Set Emotional Boundaries

Yes, you care deeply—but you don’t have
1 to carry every client’s stress. Compassion is

powerful, but boundaries are essential.

Recognize Compassion Fatigue Early
Watch for signs: exhaustion,

2 procrastination, irritability. Don't ignore
them—address them with rest, support,
and space.

Protect Your Energy Like a Pro

Plan white space into your calendar. After
3 high-emotion events, allow for recovery

time—even 15 quiet minutes can reset

your nervous system.

Practice Social & Emotional Intelligence
Tune into your reactions and others’

4 emotions. Respond, don't react. Stay
grounded in professionalism, kindness,
and calm.

Reconnect with Your ‘Why’

You're not just managing events—you're
5 shaping milestones. Let your core values

lead the way and remind you why this

work matters.

When you take care of yourself, you show up
better - for clients, your team, and yourself.
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GUATEMALA

by Sonia Soto

There are beautiful destinations—and
then there are places that live and
breathe culture, history, and soul.
Antigua, Guatemala, is firmly in the
latter category. Nestled among
towering volcanoes and cobblestone
streets, this UNESCO World Heritage city
is a vibrant tapestry of colonial charm,
indigenous heritage, and elevated
hospitality. Whether you're a culture
lover, foodie, art enthusiast, or simply
looking for a travel experience that feels
both luxurious and meaningful,
Guatemala is a destination that delivers.

Forget crowded resort towns—Antigua
offers something deeper. Here, Spanish
colonial architecture meets Mayan
tradition. Local markets overflow with
handwoven textiles, street vendors flip
fresh tortillas with a smile, and
centuries-old cathedrals serve as living
monuments to the country’s rich and
complex past. It's the kind of place
where every corner has a story and
every encounter feels personal.

Photography: Courtesy photos

At the heart of Antigua’s luxury scene is Villa Bokéh, a 15-room boutique hotel tucked just outside the city’s historic
center. The property is a design lover’s dream, where contemporary minimalism is softened by traditional Guatemalan
craftsmanship—think hand-thrown pottery, antique furnishings, woven textiles, and curated local art. The views?
Absolutely show-stopping, with Agua Volcano standing like a silent guardian over it all.

One of only two Relais & Chateaux properties in Guatemala, Villa Bokéh was named one of the World’s 50 Best Hotels

in 2025 and continues to set the bar for hospitality in Central America. The service is intuitive, the setting serene, and
the experience deeply rooted in the culture and spirit of the country.
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Once the capital of Spanish Central America, Antigua is a
city rich in stories. Its colonial architecture has been
beautifully preserved—baroque churches, leafy plazas,
and former monasteries now house museums and
galleries. The streets pulse with local life: women in
embroidered huipiles walk alongside schoolchildren,
while artisans sell everything from hand-carved jade
jewelry to colorful ceramics.

This is a destination that invites exploration. Take a
walking tour through the city’s bustling markets, learn
about the art of chocolate-making, or sip award-winning
Guatemalan coffee on a rooftop terrace at sunset. If you're
lucky, you might even catch a glimpse of nearby Fuego
Volcano releasing a puff of smoke in the distance.

No trip to Guatemala is complete without
visiting Lake Atitlan, a surreal volcanic lake
ringed by 12 villages, each with its own
unique character and artistic identity. The
lake is considered sacred by the Maya, and
it's easy to understand why: the landscape is
jaw-dropping, the energy peaceful, and the
connection to the land palpable.

Perched above the lake is Casa Palopd, Villa
Bokéh's sister property and Guatemala’s first
Relais & Chateaux hotel. Every corner of this
hilltop retreat celebrates Guatemalan
artistry—from hand-painted murals and folk
art to panoramic views that change with the
light. The 15-room hotel offers an intimate
stay with all the comforts of high-end travel
and the heart of a family-run boutique.

93

www.diamondpr.com


http://www.diamondpr.com

Texas Weddings Magazine /

¥V

September 2025 A LA nyoh sl

8 5 s O O O public relations & + social media

What sets Guatemala apart is how
naturally it invites travelers to
experience its culture, not just
observe it. You might start your day
with a cleansing ceremony led by a
Mayan shaman, using copal incense
and flower petals to invite balance
and connection. In the afternoon,
wander through a local weaving
cooperative to learn the stories
behind traditional ikat techniques
passed down through generations.

Come evening, dine at Kinnik, Casa
Palopd’s signature lakeside
restaurant, where contemporary
Guatemalan cuisine takes center
stage. Expect fresh lake fish,
tamal-inspired small plates, and
inventive dishes using native herbs
and heirloom corn—all paired with a
perfectly chilled glass of local wine.

For travelers coming from the U.S., especially Houston,
Guatemala is refreshingly close—less than three hours
by direct flight to Guatemala City. From there, Antigua
is just a 90-minute drive, and Lake Atitldn is an
additional three hours by car or a quick helicopter ride
for those looking to elevate the experience.

What awaits is more than a scenic vacation. It's a
journey into a place where elegance meets
authenticity, and where every moment is layered with
history, flavor, and connection.

Whether you're celebrating a milestone, taking a
soul-nourishing solo trip, or exploring with friends or
family, Guatemala offers an experience that’s both
culturally rich and luxuriously restorative. In a world of
cookie-cutter destinations, this is one that will stay with
you long after you've returned home.
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Direct Flights: Houston to Guatemala City in ~3 hours
Getting to Antigua: 90-minute drive from Guatemala City
Lake Atitlan: 3-hour drive or scenic helicopter ride
available through Casa Palop6

Villa Bokéh: Antigua’s premier boutique luxury hotel
Casa Palopé: Hilltop retreat with sweeping lake views

+  Mayan shaman cleansing ceremony

»  Artisan market and weaving cooperative tours
+  Rooftop cocktails with volcano views

+  Dinner at Kinnik

«  Private lake boat tours at Atitlan
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