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GUATEMALA:

WHERE CULTURE MEETS
LUXURY IN CENTRAL AMERICA

by Sonia Soto

There are beautiful
destinations—and then there
are places that live and breathe
culture, history, and soul.
Antigua, Guatemala, is firmly
in the latter category. Nestled
among towering volcanoes
and cobblestone streets, this
UNESCO World Heritage city
is a vibrant tapestry of colonial
charm, indigenous heritage, and
elevated hospitality. Whether
you're a culture lover, foodie, art
enthusiast, or simply looking for
a travel experience that feels
both luxurious and meaningful,
Guatemala is a destination that
delivers.

Forget crowded resort
towns—Antigua offers something
deeper. Here, Spanish colonial
architecture meets Mayan
tradition. Local markets overflow
with handwoven textiles, street
vendors flip fresh tortillas
with a smile, and centuries-

old cathedrals serve as living
monuments to the country's rich
and complex past. It's the kind of
place where every corner has a
story and every encounter feels
personal.

Stay in Style: Villa
Bokéh

At the heart of Antigua’s
luxury scene is Villa Bokéh,
a 15-room boutique hotel
tucked just outside the city’s
historic center. The property is
a design lover’s dream, where
contemporary minimalism
is softened by traditional
Guatemalan craftsmanship—think
hand-thrown pottery, antique
furnishings, woven textiles, and
curated local art. The views?
Absolutely show-stopping, with
Agua Volcano standing like a
silent guardian over it all.

One of only two Relais
& Chateaux properties in

Guatemala, Villa Bokéh was
named one of the World’s 50
Best Hotels in 2025 and continues
to set the bar for hospitality in
Central America. The service is
intuitive, the setting serene, and
the experience deeply rooted

in the culture and spirit of the
country.

Antigua: A Living
Museum

Once the capital of Spanish
Central America, Antigua
is a city rich in stories. Its
colonial architecture has been
beautifully preserved—baroque
churches, leafy plazas, and
former monasteries now house
museums and galleries. The
streets pulse with local life:
women in embroidered huipiles
walk alongside schoolchildren,
while artisans sell everything
from hand-carved jade jewelry to
colorful ceramics.
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